SSMA OFFICIAL REGISTRATION RULES & GUIDELINES 5.28.26

(Board Approved Governing Document)

ARTICLE | — PURPOSE & AUTHORITY
Section 1 — Purpose of the Registry

The Southwest Spanish Mustang Association (“SSMA”) maintains an official breed registry
for the preservation, documentation, and promotion of the Southwest Spanish Mustang
horse.

The goals of the registry include:
¢ Maintaining accurate and reliable pedigree records
e Preserving the historical integrity of the breed
e Supporting responsible breeding practices
e Protecting the integrity and reputation of the Association and its registry

e Maintaining modern and secure registry procedures while remaining accessible to
members utilizing either electronic or traditional paper-based submissions

Section 2 — Authority of SSMA

SSMA reserves the authority to establish, interpret, enforce, and amend registry
requirements, procedures, standards, and policies as necessary to maintain the integrity
and operation of the registry.

The SSMA Board of Directors retains final authority regarding:
e Registry disputes
¢ Membership disciplinary actions
e Registration appeals
e Pedigree disputes
¢ Exceptions to standard procedures

e Registry integrity matters



ARTICLE Il — MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
Section 1 — Membership Standing

Any individual submitting registrations, transfers, ownership updates, or other official
registry actions must be a current SSMA member in good standing unless otherwise
approved by the Board of Directors.

For partnership ownerships, all listed owners must be current SSMA members in good
standing.

Section 2— Member Responsibility
Members are responsible for:
¢ Maintaining accurate contact information
e Providing truthful and complete applications
e Reporting ownership changes
e Reporting status changes affecting registry records
e Maintaining compliance with SSMA rules and policies

Failure to provide accurate or updated information may result in delayed processing, denial
of applications, or disciplinary action.

ARTICLE Ill — ELIGIBILITY FOR REGISTRATION
Section 1 — Parentage Requirements
A horse is eligible for registration if:

1. The horse is out of an SSMA-registered dam and sired by an SSMA-registered sire, as
recorded within official SSMA records.

2. The horse meets all current SSMA registration requirements.

3. The breeder and/or owner is a current SSMA member in good standing.



Section 2 — Previously Registered Horses

Horses previously registered with other registries may be submitted for SSMA registration
consideration.

Applications mustinclude:
e Horse name
e Registration number
e Name of issuing registry
o Copies of registration documentation

SSMA reserves the right to review outside registry information and determine eligibility for
SSMA registration.

ARTICLE IV — REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

Section 1 — Required Registration Materials

To register a horse, applicants must submit:
1. Acompleted SSMA registration application containing all required information.
2. Applicable registration fees as established by the SSMA Board of Directors.
3. Current color photographs meeting SSMA submission standards.

4. Any additional documentation or verification materials requested by SSMA.

Section 2 — Required Identification Information
Applications may require information including but not limited to:
e Owner name and contact information
e Breeder name and contact information
e Horse name choices
¢ Foaling date
e Sex

e Coatcolor



¢ Mane and tail color

e Eyecolor

e Hoofcolor

e Markings

e Scars oridentifying characteristics
e Sire information

e Daminformation

Section 3 — Submission Methods
Applications and supporting materials may be submitted through:
e Approved online systems
e Electronic upload
¢ Member portal systems
e USPS mail
e Other submission methods approved by SSMA

Electronic submissions and uploaded records shall constitute official registry
submissions.

Section 4 — Electronic Signatures & Digital Authority
SSMA may accept:

e Electronic signatures

e Uploaded documentation

e Digital forms

e Scanned documents

e Electronic communications

e Online submissions



as official registry records and documentation.

ARTICLE V— PHOTO & VIDEO REQUIREMENTS
Section 1 — Required Photos

Applicants must provide current color photographs clearly showing the horse from
required views as established by SSMA Photo & Video Submission Standards.

Required views may include:

o Leftside
¢ Rightside
e Front

e Rear

Photographs must clearly display:

e Markings
e Legs

e Hooves

o Face

¢ Body characteristics

Section 2 — Video Verification

SSMA may require video verification for registration, transfer, correction, ownership
verification, or registry investigations.

Video standards and requirements may be established separately by SSMA policy.

Section 3 — Submission Standards

SSMA may establish and publish official Photo & Video Submission Standards which
applicants must follow.

Standards may address:



¢ Image quality

o File formats

e Video standards

e Lighting requirements

e Acceptable editing limitations
¢ Required views

e Upload methods

e Otheridentification requirements

ARTICLE VI — REGISTRY INTEGRITY & FRAUD PREVENTION
Section 1 — False Information Prohibited

Submission of false, misleading, altered, manipulated, or fraudulent information or
materials to SSMA is prohibited.

This includes but is not limited to:
e False ownership claims
o Falsified applications
e Altered pedigree information
e Manipulated documents
e Misrepresentation of horses

e Fraudulent transfers

Section 2 — Artificial Intelligence & Altered Media

The use of Al-generated, digitally manipulated, altered, or deceptive photographs, videos,
or other media is prohibited.

Section 3 — Investigation Authority

SSMA reserves the right to:



¢ Investigate applications

¢ Request additional verification

e Delay processing

e Denyapplications

e Suspend registrations

¢ Revoke registrations

¢ Require additional documentation

when necessary to protect registry integrity.

ARTICLE VIl — ADDITIONAL VERIFICATION AUTHORITY
SSMA reserves the right to require additional verification for any registry action.
Verification may include:

e Additional photographs

o Video verification

e \eterinary statements

e Ownership records

e Breeding documentation

e Inspection

e DNAtesting or typing

e Parentage verification

e Other supporting documentation

Failure to provide requested verification may result in delay, denial, suspension, or
revocation of registry actions.

ARTICLE VIl — CERTIFICATES OF REGISTRATION

Section 1 — Official Certificates



All approved registrations shall receive an official SSMA Certificate of Registration.
Certificates may be issued in:

e Digital format

e Printed format

o Bothformats

as determined by SSMA procedures.

Section 2 — Printed Certificates

Printed certificates may require an additional fee established by the Board of Directors.

Section 3 — Certificate Integrity

Any unauthorized alteration, duplication, reproduction, or modification of a Certificate of
Registration shall render the certificate void.

Corrections or amendments are valid only when issued or approved by the Registrar and
recorded within official SSMA records.

ARTICLE IX— TRANSFERS & OWNERSHIP CHANGES
Section 1 — Transfer Requirements
Ownership transfers must be submitted using approved SSMA forms and procedures.

Applicable transfer fees must accompany the submission along with the notarized
original certificate of registration.

Section 2 — Ownership Transfers with Missing Paperwork

The Southwest Spanish Mustang Association understands that horses sometimes change
owners without transfer paperwork being submitted to the Registry. Our goal is to preserve both
accurate ownership records and the historical continuity of qualifying horses.



Preferred Transfer Method

The preferred method is a complete chain of ownership from the last owner recorded by the
Registry to the current owner. When possible, each owner should properly complete transfer
paperwork at the time of sale.

Missing Transfers

If one or more transfers were not previously recorded, the current owner should provide all
available documentation supporting ownership. Examples include:

e Bills of sale;

e Copies of previous registration certificates;

e Veterinary records;

e Sales contracts;

e Dated photographs;

¢ Written statements from previous owners; and

e Other supporting documentation requested by the Registry.

Bills of sale submitted in place of transfer forms must be notarized.
Administrative Review

If a complete chain of ownership cannot be established, the Registry may conduct an
Administrative Transfer Review. Each request is evaluated individually based upon the
documentation available.

Ownership Disputes

The Southwest Spanish Mustang Association is a breed registry and does not determine legal
ownership of horses. The Association will not mediate ownership disputes between individuals.

If ownership is disputed, transfer processing may be suspended until the matter has been
resolved by the parties or through appropriate legal channels.

Registry Integrity
The Registry reserves the right to request additional information and to approve or deny any
transfer application when ownership cannot be reasonably established or when evidence

suggests fraud, misrepresentation, or conflicting claims.

SSMA may require documentation supporting ownership transfer, including:

o Bills of sale



e Signatures
e Supporting ownership records

o Additional verification materials

Section 3 — Effective Date of Ownership Change

Registry ownership records shall not be considered updated until:
¢ Required documentation is received
e Feesare paid

e Transferis processed by SSMA

ARTICLE X — RECORDKEEPING
Section 1 — Official Registry Records
The Registrar shall maintain official registry records including:

e Registrations

e Transfers

e Applications

e Pedigree records

e Photographs

o Videos

e DNArecords

e Supporting documentation

e Related registry materials

Section 2 — Electronic Records
SSMA may maintain records in:

e Electronic databases



e Cloud storage systems

e Digital archives

e Physicalfiles

e Other approved registry systems

Electronic records shall constitute official SSMA registry records.

Section 3— Member Portal Systems

SSMA may utilize member portals, online systems, or electronic registry platforms for
record management, submissions, communication, certificate delivery, and member
access.

ARTICLE XI — RECORD CHANGES & CORRECTIONS

SSMA reserves the right to review, investigate, approve, deny, or require additional
verification regarding requested changes to:

e Names

e Ownership

e Pedigrees

e Markings

o Colors

e ldentification information

e Registry records

ARTICLE XIl — REGISTRAR AUTHORITY
The Registrar is authorized to:

e Maintain official records

e Administer registry procedures

¢ Request documentation



e Enforce submission standards

e Delayincomplete applications

e Return deficient submissions

e Request additional verification

e Process approved registry actions

in accordance with SSMA rules and Board direction.

ARTICLE XIIl —INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS
Applications may be delayed, returned, or denied if:

e Incomplete

¢ Missing documentation

e Missing fees

¢ Containing conflicting information

e Unclear

e Insufficiently verified

SSMA may establish timelines and procedures for corrections and resubmissions.

ARTICLE XIV — INSPECTIONS & VERIFICATION
SSMA may require:

e Physicalinspection

o Video verification

e Veterinary confirmation

e DNAtesting or typing

e Parentage verification

e Additional supporting documentation

for any horse submitted for registration or record correction.



ARTICLE XV — DISCIPLINARY ACTION

Any individual found to have:

Submitted false information
Attempted fraud

Misrepresented a horse
Submitted manipulated materials
Violated registry integrity

Acted detrimentally toward SSMA

may be subject to disciplinary action.

Possible actions include:

Denial of applications
Revocation of registration
Suspension of privileges
Membership termination
Refusal of future applications
Legal action

Other Board-approved actions
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